
Logan Park High School Year 9 Course Outline 
 
Year 9 students at Logan Park High School study the 8 Curriculum Learning 
Areas of: English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Physical 

Education, Arts, Languages and Technology.  
 

Curriculum Subject Choices: With the exception of Languages, subject 
choices run for half the year. Students choose three subject choices for each 

half-year.  
 

Students who choose two languages can select two additional subjects from 

Arts and Technology. Students who choose one language select four 
additional subjects from Arts and Technology. Students  who do not study any 

language, other than English, select six subject choices for the year from Arts 
and Technology.  

 
To help students make an informed choice about their curriculum subject 

choices, this booklet gives information about each of the subjects offered in 
Year 9 at Logan Park High School. House Deans will then discuss and review 

subject choices made at the Year 9 enrolment interviews. They will be able to 
answer any questions you may have. 

 
Curriculum Subject Choices 

 

The Arts 
 Art  

 Drama  
 Music 

 
Languages 

 French 
 Latin 

 Māori 
 Chinese (Mandarin) 

 Japanese 
 Korean 

 
Technology 

 Food Technology 

 Design & Visual Communication (DVC) Graphics 
 Digital Technology 

 Materials Technology Fabric 
 Materials Technology Metal 

 Materials Technology Wood 
 
*Subjects with insufficient demand may not run in any given year. 

*Subject costs and Stationery requirements are also subject to change. 



ENGLISH Curriculum Course 

Stationery requirements: 1 refill pad, 1 ring binder, 1 foolscap document wallet, 1 set subject 

dividers, 10 individual clear sheet protectors, 1 memory stick. 

English is a wonderfully exciting and varied course at Logan Park High 

School. Students have the opportunity to engage with and enjoy language in a 
wide range of contexts. 

 

The skills of thinking critically, reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing 

and presenting, are applied to everything from the classics to contemporary 

texts. Creativity is encouraged, skills are developed and support is offered to 
help everyone enjoy and achieve. 

 

We offer Junior students: 

 
Reading Challenges, Exploring Poetry, Novels, Short Stories, Drama, Films, 

Debating, Spelling Bees, Biography Parties, Speeches, Research, Shakespeare, 
New Zealand Authors, Fiction Presentations, Peer Reading, Creative and 

Formal Writing, Competitions, Writing/Producing Magazines, Making Radio 
Shows, Podcasts, Producing Films, Designing Posters, Writing Children’s Books, 

Library Programme, Guest Speakers and Performers, Class Trips, Theme 
Studies, Group and Individual Assignments, Support and/or Extension. 

MATHEMATICS Curriculum Course 

Stationery requirements - 2 x 1E5 exercise books, 1 ruler, Scientific calculator. 

Mathematics involves the study of patterns in number and space. We aim to 

develop students enjoyment and confidence in Maths, plus their ability to think 
logically and communicate mathematical ideas. Many other subjects will use 

Mathematics, as well as many career choices require it.  
 

Most lessons will involve problem solving and using technology where 
appropriate. All Junior students use the Mathletics website for homework and 

several Maths classrooms use Interactive Whiteboards. 
 

Students have the opportunity to enter a variety of Maths competitions.  
 

Topics covered in Year 9 include: Number, Measurement, Angle, Geometry, 
Algebraic Patterns and Skills, Statistics, Pythagoras, Transformations, 

Algebraic Relationships, Ratio and Proportion. 



SCIENCE Curriculum Course 
 

Stationery requirements: 1 2B5 exercise book, 1 Science Workbook 

In Science at LPHS you get to be a Mythbuster and find out how things really happen.  

You will be doing investigations and experiments of your own as well as finding out 
what other people have discovered in their search for the “whys” and “hows” of the 

world around us. 

In the Junior school you study a little bit of everything – electricity, acids, plants, 
atoms, animals, compounds, rocks, light, optics, reproduction, chemical reactions, 

forces, volcanoes, motion, heat and more. 

All of your lessons will be in a laboratory and your teacher will be a specialist Science 

teacher. You will work with lots of equipment and develop your inventive ideas, your 
practical skills and your powers of observation and deduction. Science at LPHS is often 

fun and always interesting. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES Curriculum Course 
 

Stationery requirements: 2 x 1B8 Exercise Book 

Social Studies is about people and places, past, present and future. 

Our course covers a range of topics, emphasizing high levels of student input and 
involvement. We use a wide range of resources and learning approaches to provide 

students with knowledge and insights about people’s experiences and responses in 
different times, places, situations and contexts. We aim to assist students to 
participate actively in our community and develop informed critical awareness of 

issues and events at local, national and international levels. 

Our Year 9 Course focuses on the theme of “Finding Our Place” and uses the study of 

issues affecting the past, present and future of our city, our country and our world, as 

the basis for investigating and examining national and international perspectives.   

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION  Curriculum Course 

Stationery requirements: 1 x 20-leaf clear file    https://sites.google.com/a/lphs.school.nz/hpe 

In Health and Physical Education (HPE) at LPHS, students have the opportunity to 

develop a wide range of skills in a variety of contexts (through both individual and 
team activities). Each student is encouraged to fulfill their own potential, and 

opportunities exist both within lessons and outside of class to foster individual talents 
in a variety of areas. 
Health & PE at LPHS offers: 

 An enjoyable safe, supportive and positive learning environment that cares about 
individual and group success. 

 A focus on participation, improving coordination, movement skills and fitness, 
developing and improving communication, confidence, self esteem, assertiveness 
and leadership skills. 

 Great access to a variety of facilities and locations surrounding Logan Park. 
Topics covered in Year 9 include: 

Health—Personal identity, body image, decision making, assertiveness skills, Sexuality 
Education, nutrition and personal safety. 
Physical Education– Athletics 5 Star Award, sports education, climbing, artistic 

movement and team sports. 

 

 



ART Half Year Arts Curriculum Course  

Stationery requirements: 1 A3 art pad, 1 2B pencil, 1 6B pencil, 1 A3 art folder 

Art at LPHS is a fast-moving course designed to give our students a ‘taste’ of a number 

of different artistic disciplines. During the course’s two terms, we cover drawing, 
painting, printmaking, sculpture and design.  Students will also look at the  work of 

established artists and this includes a visit to the Dunedin Public Art Gallery.  Emphasis 
in this course will be on full participation, that is, “Giving everything a go!” 

DRAMA  Half Year Arts Curriculum Course  

Stationery requirements: 1 note book, 1 USB memory stick 

The Drama course is fast-paced and exciting. It focuses on two major aspects of acting: 

improvisation and scripted work. All lessons aim to help you develop your individual 
talents. The course ends with an evening show for parents/whanau and friends.  

 
In small groups you will explore a range of topics. You will improve your vocal skills, 
movement and confidence during the course and this will impact on other subjects. All 

you need is a positive attitude and the willingness to try your best. This course will teach 
the basic skills needed for higher level study of Drama. 

MUSIC  Half Year Arts Curriculum  Course  

Stationery requirements: 1 A4 lined refill pad, 1 manuscript paper refill pad, 1 clear file, 1 2B 

pencil, eraser. 

This is an introductory course that will provide students with basic skills in performance, 

composition, aural training, music theory and analysis of musical style. It will provide the 
learning required for those students who wish to carry on with Music study at a higher 

level.  The course will also provide extension activities for those students with prior 
music learning. Practical skills taught will include basic guitar, keyboard, percussion and 
voice production. The students will prepare a variety of musical pieces for classroom 

performance in groups. A particular emphasis will be placed upon learning about aspects 
of New Zealand music. All students are expected to participate with enthusiasm in all 

activities!  

FRENCH  Full Year Language Curriculum Course  

www.languageperfect.com                 Stationery requirements: 1 2B5 hard cover exercise book. 

In Year 9 French you will learn to communicate with French speaking people through the 

skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  If you have already learnt some 
French before, that’s great but not necessary. You will learn the language and culture of 

France. You will learn how to greet people and introduce yourself, talk about yourself, 
your family, interests, sports, likes and dislikes. You will also learn how to tell the time in 
French and talk about the weather and seasons, to communicate about school, getting 

around town, food and shopping.  

http://www.languageperfect.com/


LATIN  Full Year Language Curriculum  Course  

www.languageperfect.com                 Stationery requirements: 1 1B5 hard cover exercise book. 

In Year 9 Latin you: 

 Discover you already speak 100 or more Latin words, and that Latin helps you with 
other subjects and languages. 

 Learn to read, understand, speak and write in Latin.  
 Learn about the rich Latin heritage that surrounds us in our daily lives; Roman and 

Greek history, culture and mythology. 

 Compete in the Otago Junior Classics Cup (2008—2015 title holders). 

MĀORI    Full Year Language Curriculum  Course  

www.languageperfect.com  Stationery requirements: 1 2B5 exercise book, 1 x 30 page clear file. 

‘Ko te Reo, te Mauri o te mana Māori’  The Māori language is the life force of all things Māori. 

In Year 9 Māori language, our main focus will be on listening to and speaking Te Reo on 

topics, such as time, school, healthy foods, calendar, pets, commands and directions, 
descriptions and family, body and feelings, clothes and colours, sports and vehicles. In 

Tikanga you will learn about the pōwhiri process, Māori mythology and proverbs, He 
Mihi, and Marae concepts. 

CHINESE  (Mandarin)                Full Year Language Curriculum  Course  

www.languageperfect.com                                Stationery requirements: 2 x 2B5 exercise book. 

Chinese is a language spoken by 1.4 billion people in mainland China, and overseas. 

China has become the largest trading partner of NZ since 2013, making Chinese an 
increasingly important language to the NZ curriculum. Join us at LPHS for a fun and 

interactive Beginners' Chinese course that focuses on pronunciation, traditions and 
culture. By the end of Year 9, students will also be able to converse in Chinese on some 
of the most essential daily topics.   

KOREAN                                        Full Year Language Curriculum Course 

www.languageperfect .com                 Stationery requirements: 1 1B5 hard cover exercise book. 

In Year 9 Korean you will learn to communicate in Korean in the skill areas of listening, 

speaking, reading and writing and you will learn about the language and culture of 
Korea. If you have already learnt some Korean before, that’s great but not necessary. 

You will learn to communicate in Korean about topics such as how to greet people and 
introduce yourself, talk about yourself, your family, interests, likes and dislikes. You will 
also learn about weather, seasons and festivals. You will learn to read and write Korean 

script. 

JAPANESE                                    Full Year Language Curriculum Course 

www.languageperfect.com                  Stationery requirements: 1 1B5 hard cover exercise book. 

In Year 9 Japanese you will learn to communicate in Japanese in the skill areas of 

listening, speaking, reading and writing.  If you have learnt some Japanese before that 
is great, but not necessary. We will cover topics such as greetings, numbers, weather 

and to talk about yourself and your family in a range of contexts. You will also learn to 
read and write hiragana, some katakana and some kanji. This means that you will be 
reading and writing in basic Japanese scripts! You will also learn about the language and 

culture of Japan. 

 

http://www.languageperfect.com/
http://www.languageperfect.com/
http://www.languageperfect.com/
http://www.language
http://www.language


TECHNOLOGY  —   WHAT IS IT? 

Technology is intervention by design through the exploration and application of 

specialist skills and knowledge.  
 

In Technology we develop a brief to allow us to solve an identified problem 
from a given issue. We plan to use resources efficiently, solve authentic design 

problems through testing/modeling and evaluating, and manufacture 
individually developed outcomes. Innovation and creativity are key driving 

forces in our Technology programmes with a focus on experiencing a wide 
range of skills and knowledge to prepare students for Technological practice at 

senior levels.   
 

Technology leads on to a very wide range of life-long learning opportunities 

including any venture that involves analytical and critical thinking to solve 
problems from real needs or possible opportunities.   

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY FABRICS 
 Half Year Technology Curriculum  Course  

Stationery requirements: 1 x 20-leaf clear file 

Students in Year 9 Fabrics have the opportunity to work with a variety of 

fabrics and related materials, applying new skills and knowledge to develop 
individually designed projects or outcomes. 
 

Through practical activities, students investigate, use and develop ideas using 

fabric to achieve a desired result.  

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY METAL 
 Half Year Technology Curriculum  Course   

Stationery requirements: 1 A4 unlined refill pad, 1 manilla folder. 

In Year 9 Materials Technology Metal, students work through three units of 

work over the two terms.  
The first unit is based on skills development, learning to use materials, tools 

and machines in the workshop. The second unit focuses on innovation skills 
and further developing practical skills. The third unit (jewellery) ties a range 

of materials and creativity together to design and make three items of 
jewellery to a high standard of finish. 

MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY WOOD 
 Half Year Technology Curriculum  Course  

Stationery requirements:  1 A4 unlined refill pad, 1 manilla folder 

At Year 9 we explore the skills, equipment and knowledge required to work 

with a range of materials including wood, plastics, metals, manufactured 
boards and finishes. We also investigate the use of mechanisms and their 

application in an animated toy design. An extension project is based around 
the context of storage. 

Study in Materials Technology (Wood) may lead on to careers in science and 
technology-related innovation and design, product design and building and 

furniture trades.  



FOOD TECHNOLOGY                 Half Year Technology Curriculum Course  

Stationery requirements: None. Students cook once a week and have two theory lessons per 

week. 

Students work in a superior kitchen environment on three units over two terms 

including a “Passion Project’ where they identify, plan for, research and trial an 

idea for an innovative food product of their choosing. Students become very 

independent and competent while mastering a range of practical techniques, 

learning about food safety and being exposed to a wide variety of ingredients 

and recipes. This leads on to a full year course in Year 10 which is fast-paced, 

interesting and has a more commercial focus. 

 

DESIGN & VISUAL COMMUNICATION—DVC (GRAPHICS) 
      Half Year Technology Curriculum Course  

Stationery requirements: Graphics kits available. 

DVC is problem-solving and practical design using a wide range of graphic 

communication methods.  
 

At Year 9, students learn to develop and clearly communicate their ideas through 
freehand sketching, formal pictorial drawing, multi-view drawing and model-

making. This is enhanced by presentation techniques using a range of modes 
and media. DVC leads on to a very wide range of careers, for example, 

architecture, product design, advertising and media design, interior decorating 
and environmental design.  

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY  
Half Year Technology Curriculum Course  

Stationery requirements: 1 4GB (minimum) USB Drive , 1 x 20-Leaf Clear File   

At Year 9, students are able to develop a wide range of skills including problem- 

solving, decision-making, creativity, design, communication, critical thinking, 
analysis and evaluation. 

 
Students have an array of opportunities to use up-to-date facilities and digital 

technologies to incorporate into their learning projects and to build their 
development of skills and techniques. Projects include on-line video making/

movie making and audio, digital and print media, magazine development, 
character animation and Scratch Programming.  

 
Students have access to their own LPHS email address, the internet and a wide 

range of software applications. 




