
 
Year 13 Media Studies Course Outline 2018 
 
This year we will explore a range of media products, including film, television, social media, blogs, radio, 
newspapers, magazines and on-line publications. 
We will look at the changing media landscape and the influence of the media on society, as well as the 
influence of society on the media.  
Media Studies is about the active exploration, analysis, creation and enjoyment of the media and its 
products.   
We’ll examine the dynamic role of the media in society, how the media constructs messages about 
individuals, communities and cultures and how media products are produced, controlled and distributed.  
We will focus on analysing how media products are constructed to make media enjoyable, entertaining, 
persuasive and powerful.  
 
The course will require high levels of critical thinking, initiative and independence as well as the ability to 
MEET DEADLINES.  
You will need to:  

 Show commitment, motivation and self-discipline in your approach to this subject, in and out of 
class time. 

 Complete tasks and assignments by the set date. 
 
Units of work in this subject have been organised into Achievement Standards totalling 24 Level 3 credits in 
the National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA).  Two standards are externally assessed and 
four are internally assessed.  Media Studies standards also count towards the University Entrance Literacy 
requirements.  
The course is a combination of theory and practical work.  Much of the theory work is going to be assessed 
in exams at the end of the year, so it is important that you take (and keep!) good notes. 
 
The Internal Achievement Standards 
91494   Produce a Design for a Media Product that meets the Requirements of a Brief (4 credits) 
91495   Produce a Media Product to meet the Requirements of a Brief (6 credits) 
91491   Demonstrate Understanding of a Media Text through Different Readings (3 credits) 
91497  Write a Media Text to Meet the requirements of a Brief (3 credits) 
 
The External Achievement Standards  
91493   Demonstrate Understanding of a Relationship between a Media Genre and Society (4 credits) 
91490   Demonstrate Understanding of an Aspect of a Media Industry (4 credits) 
 
Scholarship is a separate 3 hour external exam building on the content of the Year 13 course.   
Tutorials are offered for Scholarship candidates.  (Day TBC but will be either Thursday study period 
4 OR one afternoon after school starting mid Term 2).   
 
Important notes about the Internal Standards 

 All work must be authentically and completely your own.  You will be required to sign that this is so. 
 Late work will be accepted for assessment only if an extension is asked for BEFORE the due date 

and with ACCEPTABLE REASONS.   
 Your work will be marked by your teacher and other Otago Media Studies’ teachers.   
 The Media Studies Department follows the approved LPHS Assessment policies. 

 
You will be given a topic outline at the start of each new study, clearly outlining what you need to do and 
how you will be assessed.   
 
We hope you enjoy the course.  


