
COURSE OUTLINE 2018 

 
Subject and Level:  
Environmental Geography Level 1 

 

Course Prerequisites: 
LPHS Y10 Junior Diploma or HOD approval.There are no course fees, but there is a three day 
field trip to Mt Cook and the Waitaki Basin, plus a half-day field trip to the local beaches, which 
will incur costs. These trips are not compulsory, but add to your understanding environmental 
issues. The trips are as learning experiences and there is be work involved. Mr Dixon reserves the 
right to decide who will go on the trips in accordance with school policy.  

 

Aims:  
A major aim of Environmental Geography is to produce environmentally aware students able to 
become future decision-makers on environmental matters in whatever field you choose to pursue. 
Another aim is to instil a love of Geography and the outdoors. There will be many chances for 
group work and student-centred activities. 
By studying this course you will be able to recognize the responsibilities you have in relation to 
other people, the environment, and the long-term sustainability of the planet. You will gain 
knowledge, skills and experience to: 

● Understand that natural and cultural environments have particular characteristics; 
● Understand how environments are shaped by processes that create spatial patterns; 
● Understand how people interact with natural and cultural environments and that this 

interaction has consequences. 
● Identify, investigate and problem-solve environmental issues. 

 

Course Content:  
This course is a response to the increasing need for people to be more aware of their environment 
and the changes that are occurring within it. 
Topics covered will be: 

● “Investigate an Earth Science event”: a topical study looking at the processes involved 
in earthquakes, focusing on the 2010 & 2011Canterbury earthquakes, and their effects.  

● “The formation of surface features in the Waitaki Basin” focusing on the interaction 
of natural processes 

● “The sustainable use of an environment” focusing on the use of Hydro-Electric power 
as a sustainable use of the Waitaki basin/Mt Cook area, and its effects on the landscape, 
people and wildlife in the area. 

● “Inequalities in Development” an example of a global issue, focusing on the coffee 
trade, but also looking at the historical aspect of colonisation. 

You will also study and develop your geographic skills as these are an invaluable aid in 
processing information. 
 
The course combines aims, skills, ideas and knowledge from Geography, Earth Science and 
Education for Sustainability to give you a well-rounded and informed course which can stand 
alone or provide an introduction for studying sustainable futures. Numeracy and literacy credits 
can also be gained from passing some standards. 

 

Assessment:  
The assessments are all Level 1 NCEA Achievement Standards: three internal and two external 
assessments, offering a total of 22 credits. All of the Achievement standards covered offer 
literacy credits. Two also a combined tally of 8 credits in numeracy. Most internal assessments 
will be done in class, although there is opportunity for practical research.  

 
 



 

Where can this take you? 
Sustainability, the environment and resource management are the hot topics in today’s world. 
There is an increasing need for skilled, informed people to work in environmental affairs. These 
include policy makers, resource planners (local and regional government), scientists, industrial 
research, climatology, hydrology, soil scientists, farmers and environmental consultants to name 
a few. A wide range of current environmental issues, from global warming to resource 
sustainability (e.g. oil, water), have created an increasing environmental awareness and many 
businesses (local and global) are now looking to employ “Green” technology. New Zealand is in 
a strong position to be a leader in this field, and people with a strong background and 
understanding of environmental issues will be in strong demand in the coming years. 

 
Appeal procedures:  
Consistent with school policy. First: classroom teacher; then HOD; then Assessment director. 

 

Contact for further inquiries: 
TIC : John Dixon. Email: jad@lphs.school.nz 

  
Assessment calendar: 
 

AS No  Standard Title Credits Internal / 
External

Format Indicative 
Date 

91010 
V2  

Apply concepts and basic 
geographic skills to demonstrate 
understanding of a given 
environment

 
4 

 
external 

 
Exam 

 
Nov 

91007 
V3 

Demonstrate geographic 
understanding of environments 
that have been shaped by 
extreme natural event(s) 

 
4 

 
external 

 
Exam 

 
Nov 

91009 
V3 

Sustainability of use of an 
environment 

3 internal Classroom 
exercise & field 
work 

May 

91013 
V2 

Describe aspects of a 
Geographic topic at a global 
scale 

3 internal Classroom 
exercise 

July 

90952 
V3 

Formation of surface features in 
NZ 

 
4 

 
internal 

Classroom 
exercise & field 
work 

Apr 

90955 
V3 

Investigate an Earth Science 
Event 

4 internal Investigation Sept 

 


